WILD CHILD Outdoor Playgroup




TESTIMONIALS

Being hired on as the WILD CHILD Program Lead this year has truly
been a remarkable experience. To find an organization that believes so
deeply in the importance of these hands-on, family and community
outdoor experiences has been a euphoric discovery, | am so
honoured to be apart of such a wonderful team of individuals at
Childreach. Childreach has managed to dream up, launch, grow and
sustain the WILD CHILD program for 9 years, and | am grateful to carry

)

WILD CHILD through its tenth year celebration as we work towards
building upon and growing this beloved program

You don't have to take my word for (1, the testimenials from our
community and the commitment from families who attend week after
week are more than encugh evidence that this program is adored and
appreciated

Nicole Van Beers, WILD CHILD Program Lead

Qur family has been part of the Wild Child community for many ye
now. We first started attending when our now six-year-old was just

two, and we cantinue to attend with our three-year-old, who has been

coming along since she was a newborn, Over the past year, I've alsc

had the privilege of working with Wild Child as a substitute group co
facilitator

As a nature-based occupational therapist, | wholeheartedly believe in
the benefits of outdoor, child-led, and risky play — and Wild Child truly
embodies these principles: Wild Child Is led by a team of warm,
enthusiastic facllitators who are passionate about nature-based play

and incredibly knowiedgeable about our local forests and wildlife

My children adore Wild Child, and I've loved w:

has supported their growth as strang, confident, and discerning forest

ching how the program

explorers. Through their tme in the forest, they've developed rea

world risk assessment skilis and a meaningiul understanding of their

own limits and boundaries.

Wild Child has given us endiess opportunities to exercise bravery,
deepen self-discavery, engage In sensary exploration, and have fun
togethar! Wild Child has also served as the perfect backdrop for
fostering connections with ather nature-loving families in our

community

Steph Omstead, Porent of Ellis and Mouro
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2025 Highlights
e 3 playgroups a week, all year round
e 1592 WILD CHILD playgroup attendees

o 702 adult WILD CHILD playgroup attendees

o 890 children WILD CHILD playgroup attendees

14 bilingual playgroups with *la ribambelle”

1 Kids1stDay Playgroup in partnership with "Invasting

in Children®

» 2 tick safety presentations for campers by Middlesex-
Londor Health Unit, Environmental Heaith Division

» | playgroup partnership with “Thames Valiey Children
Center"

e 1 full ime WILD CHILD Program Lead employee hired

e 7 youngadults employed through summer day camp

e 280 summer camp attendees
e Re-lgunch of PA Day camps
e ~45% Increase in Instagram and Facebook followers

over the past year

| radio station shout-out on Country 104



Rain days in the forest are some of
our favourite days to play. The
muddier, the better!

Three WILD children and one WILD adult spent the
morning moving around rocks in the creek to create the
strongest current possible. Teamwork, determination,
trial and error, and a little bit of science.

Gentle hands,
build gentle hearts.



